
� 

THORPE ST ANDREW TOWN COUNCIL 

VIRTUAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Town Hall, Fitzmaurice Park, Pound Lane, Thorpe St Andrew, Norwich, NR7 0SR 
Tel/Fax: (01603) 701048 Email: office@thorpestandrew-tc.gov.uk 

PUBLIC MESSAGE: This is an online meeting, using Zoom. If you wish to "attend" please email 
the Clerk for a copy of the link to the meeting before noon on 7th December 2020.
2nd Dec 2020 
Notice of Virtual Town Council Meeting 
Councillors, you are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of Thorpe St Andrew Town Council to be 
held on the 'Zoom' conference platform on '71'1 December 2020 at 7.30pm for the purpose of transacting 
the following business. 

��/\

Thomas Foreman Clerk to the Council 
AGENDA 

63 Attendance book and apologies for absence. 
64 Declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 
65 To confirm the minutes of the Virtual Town Council meeting held on 2nd November 2020 
66 Announcements (For information only) 

To receive announcements from 
(i) The Town Mayor
(ii) The Clerk

67 Public participation -To consider a motion to suspend the meeting to allow members of
the public the opportunity to address the meeting on matters relating to the agenda. This
is limited to 3 minutes each - questions must be emailed to the Clerk before noon on 7th 

December 2020.
(i) Norfolk Constabulary
(ii) County and District Councillors
Report from Councillor John Ward

(iii) Members of the public
68 Finance

(i) Payments List vouchers
(ii) Bank Reconciliation Statement
(iii) Appointment of Internal Auditor (Roger Cantwell)

69 Tree Warden Report
70 Draft Minutes of Committee Meetings

(i) Virtual Planning and Environment Committee held gth November 2020
(ii) Virtual Finance and Staff Committee held 16th November 2020

71 Deer Signs on Plumstead Rd E - Correspondence Attached
72 Horsechestnut at River Green - Reports to follow
73 Budget 2020/21 - Report attached
74 Cafe - Confidential Report Attached

Future Agenda Items. (Not for discussion) 

Town Oerk - Dr Thomas Foreman 

Thorpe St Andrew Town CounciJ, Town Hal], Pound Lane, Thorpe St Andrew, NR7 0UL 
Tel/Fax: (01603) 701048 E-mail: office@thorpestandrew-tc.gov.uk 

Website: www.thorpestandrew-tc.gov .uk 

VAT No. 107 2921 90 
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Thorpe St Andrew Town Council 
Minutes of the Virtual Town Council meeting 

held on 2nd November 2020 at 7:30pm 

PRESENT: 

Mr J Fisher (Town Mayor) 
Miss S Lawn (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Mr J Emsell 
Mrs T Mancini Boyle 
MrJ Ward 
Mr L Reeves 
Mr F Bowe 

MrN Shaw 
Mr T Garner 
Mrs J Fisher 
MrJ Boast 
Mr M Lake 
Mr S Snelling 
Mr P Berry 

65 
-

APOLOGIES: Mr I Mackie, Mr T Fordham 

IN ATTENDANCE: Dr T. Foreman (Town Clerk), and two members of the public 

53 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
None 

54 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 5TH 

OCTOBER 2020 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2020 were agreed and signed as a 
true record. 

55 ANNOUNCEMENTS (For information only) 
To receive announcements from 
(i) The Town Mayor- Mr J Fisher provided an overview of his activities during the
previous month. This included work on the Pavement Parking Consultation, work
on the upcoming Christmas light plans, discussions with the Environment Agency,
as well as meetings relating to the provision of indoor activities for SEND children.
Details of the Remembrance arrangements were explained given the Covid-19
regulations.

(ii) The Clerk- Dr T Foreman gave a brief overview of his meetings over the
previous month, some of which had been mentioned by the Town Mayor. Further
discussions had related to planning matters, dog agility projects, and residents
relating to ongoing personal matters.

56 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION -TO CONSIDER A MOTION TO SUSPEND THE 
MEETING TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
ADDRESS THE MEETING LIMITED TO 3 MINS EACH 
The Meeting was suspended following a proposal from Mr J Fisher, seconded by 
Miss S Lawn. 

(i) Norfolk Constabulary - A overview of information provided by Norfolk 
Constabulary was provided to the meeting. 



(ii) County and District Councillors -
Mr N Shaw updated the Town Council that he had once again been made Vice
Chairman of SASSIG.
An update on the work of the District Council was provided by Mrs T Mancini-Boyle
including the protocol for handing out grants. In addition, the enforcement or non
enforcement of Council Tax collection is being considered.
Miss S Lawn provided details of the work by the Headteacher at Dussindale
Primary School regarding car parking on Vane Close, and requested she be
contacted to highlight the appreciation of Councillors.

Dr T Foreman provided a County Council update on behalf of Mr I Mackie which 
included the County and Public Health preparations for the second lockdown, the 
hardship fund available over Christmas, the County Council budget consultations, 
the successful County Council audit, and work relating to traffic at Hillside Avenue 
School. 

(iii) Members of the public
Members of the public attended to speak on matters relating to the emergency
plan, as well as the boats at Thorpe Island.

57 FINANCE 
(i) Payments List: Voucher numbers 518 to 604 totalling £38,758.96 were noted.
(ii) Bank Reconciliation Statement was agreed and signed as a true record.

58 DRAFT MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
(i) Plans Meeting held 12th October 2020 - were noted
(ii) Finance & Staff held 19th October 2020 - were noted
(iii) Events and Media held 30th September 2020 - were noted

59 PAVEMENT PARKING CONSULTATION 
The Town Council considered the draft response to the pavement parking 
consultation. There were some comments related to the use of driveways, verge 
parking and important transit routes. Other than minor changes, it was AGREED for 
the submission to be made to the Department for Transport on behalf of the Town 
Council. 

60 EMERGENCY COMMUNITY PLAN 
Dr T Foreman provided an overview of the Community Emergency Plan and the 
Coronavirus and Influenza Contingency Plan. It was explained that the plans had 
been adopted in March 2020, prior to the initial coronavirus lockdown. However, it 
was explained that in terms of community response, the Town Council has a very 
limited role and no statutory authority as this is a District and County Council 
responsibility. Despite this, Thorpe St Andrew Town Council is one of the best 
prepared local Councils due to the machinery it has available for snow. The Council 
requested further details of working arrangements during weekends. It was 
confirmed that there is solo working during the weekends and therefore it is unlikely 
some work related to chainsaws would take place. Dr T Foreman further explained 
that any request for the Town Council to take action during an emergency would 
come from the District Council. All requests from Councillors should go to the Town 



Mayor/Deputy Town Mayor who will correspond with the Town Clerk regarding the 
requests. 
Arising from a question regarding grit bins, it was requested that it be suggested to 
the Highway Authority that South Avenue junction Western Avenue be considered 
for a grit bin. It was further suggested that a secondary keyholder, in addition to the 
Town Clerk, be included in the Plan. Dr T Foreman confirmed the Parks and 
Estates Manager would be added to the plan. It was proposed by Mr J Fisher, 
seconded by Mr S Snelling and RESOLVED to approve the plans. 

61 BOATS AT THORPE MARSHES 

Dr T Foreman provided an overview of correspondence related to the boats at 
Thorpe Marshes and photos which had been provided showing a number of boats 
in a state of poor repair and others which had sunk. The relevant duties and powers 
of the navigation authority and Norwich City Council were discussed, in addition to 
the reasons why some sunken boats were not immediately refloated. There was 
considerable concern about these boats, in addition to a number of others in the 
network. The Council felt a number of the concerns echoed those raised by other 
organisations such as the Broads Society, in addition to other Councils in the area. 
Given this, and other concerns about the Broads, it was AGREED to contact the 
Broads Society and other Town/Parish Councils in the Broads with a view to 
establish a Broads Local Council Network, enabling first-tier Councils to speak with 
more unity on matters of community importance. 

62 RURAL MARKET TOWN GROUP 

The Town Council received correspondence from the Rural Market Town Group 
inviting membership of the Group. It was felt that the Group would better suit other 
communities with a traditional market place and rural setting. Therefore, the request 
to join was REFUSED.

Chairman 
---------------

Date 
-----------------



a
th November 2020 

Report from Councillor John Ward 

CORONAVIRUS TRUSTED SOURCES FOR INFORMATION 
www.nhs.uk/cos:onavirus 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Broadland District Council 

BDC/SNDC has received £1.044m from the Government to give more support 
to rough sleepers and to implement a Housing First policy which will allow us 
to employ two dedicated officers for BOC and SNDC 

BDC has made a £300 'Keep it Going' grant to Sprowston District Girl Guides 
to supplement their hall hire fees as their income has been reduced during 
lockdown. A £300 grant has also been made to Sprowston Supporting our 
Community Together, to allow them to keep their phone forwarding service 
and card processing system. 

At the last Planning Meeting on 4th November, a proposal for a Paintballing 
operation, just off the Broadland Northway at Drayton Drewray was 
unanimously rejected mainly on grounds of insufficient parking. 

Norfolk County Council 

NCC will be providing £200,000 to ease Christmas hardship amongst 
vulnerable people and families needing support. Details are available on the 
NCC website. 

The Gritters were out on the night of 3rd November on their first run of the 
year. A full gritting run is 2,200 miles of road. !6,000 tonnes of rock salt is in 
store and more will be obtained if needed. 

Apple is being sued in a class action lawsuit led by Norfolk County Council. 
The lawsuit alleges that Apple boss, Tim Cook, made false and misleading 
statements about iphone sales. NCC runs the £3.Bbn Norfolk Pension Fund 
which holds shares in Apple. 
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Voucher Code 

619 Telephone 

620 Telephone 

621 Telephone 

622 Telephone 

623 Bus shelters 

624 Wheeled/litter/dog bins 

625 Wheeled/Utter/dog bins 

626 Wheeled/litter/dog bins 

627 aeaning and deaning marer 

628 Stationery 

629 Town/neighbourhood plan 

630 Office equipment 

631 Health and Safety 

632 Computer/Photocopier 

633 Computer/Photocopier 

634 Health and Safety 

635 Com purer/Photocopier 

636 Subscriptions 

637 Subscriptions 

638 Bank diarges 

639 Mayor's expenses 

640 Computer/Photocopier 

641 Mayor's expenses 

642 Telephone 

643 Telephone 

644 Gas 

645 Verge cutting 

646 Health and Safety 

647 Stationery 

648 Town Hall 

649 Town Hall 

650 aeaning and deaning marer 

651 aeaning Toilets 

652 Water 

653 Morse-gas 

654 Fenn salary 

Dllte Minute 

27/10/2020 

27/10/2020 

27/10/2020 

27/10/2020 

28/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

30/10/2020 

03/11/2020 

03/11/2020 

03/11/2020 

03/11/2020 

03/11/2020 

03/11/2020 

04/11/2020 

04/11/2020 

04/11/2020 

04/11/2020 

04/11/2020 

04/11/2020 

04/11/2020 

10/11/2020 

10/11/2020 ----�-------· ---· -�··· 

Thorpe St Andrew Town Council

PAYMENTS UST 

Bank Cheque No Description 

Bank 1 Current Ac.cou, online Barrier line rental 

Bank 1 Current Aa:OUI onllne Telephone -Morse Pavllfon 

Sank 1 current Accou1 online Telephone - Office 

Bank l current Acaiu, onllne Telephone - Town Hall 

Bank 1 current Aa:ouI onllne aeanlng bus sheltels 

Sank 1 Deposit Accou online Wheeled bins 

Bank 1 Deposit Aa:ou online Wheeled bins 

Bank 1 Deposit Aa:ou online Wheeled bins 

Bank 1 Current AccouI onllne Polybags 

Bank 1 current Accou, online Stationery 

Bank 1 current Accou, online Survey 

Bank 1 Current AccouI online trolleys 

Bank 1 Current Accou1 online Fogger 

Bank 1 Current Accou1 online Computer equipment 

Bank 1 current Ao:ou1 online Computer equipment 

Bank 1 Current Aa:au, online Health and safety equp 

Bank 1 current Accou, online Compurer equipment 

Bank 1 current Accou, online Subscription 

Bank 1 Current AccouI onllne Subscription 

Bank 1 Current Aa:OUI onllne Bank diarges 

Bank 1 Current Aa:oo1 online Mayors reception 

Bank l current Accou, onllne Compurer equipment 

Bank 1 Current Accou1 online Mayors reception 

Bank 1 Current Accou1 online Mobile telephones - office 

Bank 1 Current AcalUI onllne Mobile telephones - Ree Gr:nd 

Bank 1 current Accou1 online Roxley Hall gas 

Bank 1 current AccouI onllne Hire equipment 

Bank 1 current Accou, onllne Health and safety equp 

Bank 1 Current Accou1 onllne Stationery 

Bank 1 Current Accou, online Bectrlcal goods 

Bank 1 Current AccouI onllne Bectrical goods 

Bank 1 Current AccouI onllne aeanlng -Morse Pa\/ll!on 

Bank 1 Current Accou, onllne aeanlng River Green Toilets 

Bank 1 Current AccouI onllne Water d,arges - Roxley Hall 

Bank 1 Current AccoUI onllne .. Gas charges • �rse ___ 

Created by t1!1 Scribe

supplier VATType 

Wireless loglc Ltxl 

Talk Talk 

Talk Talk 

Tall<Talk 

RMarmov 

Veolia 

Veolia 

Veolia 

Polybags Ltd 

Iris softw11re group 

Survey Monkey 

Amazon 

Amazon 

Adobe 

Amazon 

Amazon 

PC World 

Amazon 

Indeslgn 

Lloyds Bank 

Salnsburys 

PC World 

Nannys cakes cafe 

02 

02 

British Gas 

ee, Burgess 

Ian Smith 

Ian Smith 

M DThompson 

M DThompson 

Town and Country Cleaning 

Town and Country Cleaning 

Anglian Water 

Total Gas & Power 
' ·- ····---·-··---� 
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Net 

4.00 

47.95 

48.58 

34.95 

125.00 

138.74 

93.60 

21.74 

734,31 

43.00 

29.17 

62.46 

224.17 

12.64 

46,51 

33.32 

291.64 

7.99 

25.28 

6.50 

12.55 

183.30 

43.75 

14.77 

75.53 

93.55 

230,00 

194.45 

117.65 

45.53 

257.92 

620.00 

620.00 

59.46 

224.40 

1 December 2020 (2020-2021) 

VAT Total 

0.80 4.80 

9.59 57.54 

9.72 58.30 

6-99 41.94 

· 0.00 125.00 

27.75 166.49 

18.72 112.32 

4.35 26.09 

146.87 881.18 

8.60 51.60 

0.00 29.17 

12.51 74.97 

44.83 269.00 

2.53 15.17 

9.30 55.81 

6.67 39,99 

58.32 349.96 

0.00 7.99 

0.00 25.28 

0.00 6.50 

0.00 12.55 

36.66 219.96 

0.00 43.75 

2.95 17.72 

15.11 90.64 

4.67 98.22 

46.00 276.00 

38.89 233.34 

23.53 141.18 

9.10 54.63 

51.57 309.49 

0,00 620.00 
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0.00 620.00 

0.00 59.46 

11.22 235.62 
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THO�NDREW TOWN COUNCIL

BANK RECONCILIATION STATEMENT AS AT 30/11/20 FOR CURRENT AND DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS

Balance at bank 
Current account bank 1
Deposit account bank 1
Sub total - bank 1 
Capital Account bank 2

Unpresented cheques 
Cheque 
number Payee 

8460 Poppy appeal 

Date £

25/11/2020 -500.00 

Total of unpresented cheques 

Completed by: (j'� () 

Date I Ji 2.\ LO
Certified by� 

Date 1/t?.. /
2.

o. 

Balance at 31/3/20 
Plus receipts 

Less expenditure 

£ 

30200.07 
428915.07 
459115.14 
55302.89 

514418.03 

-500.00

513918.03 

241669.23 
597285.50 
838954.73 

-325036.70
513918.03
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1st December 2020 

Update from Thorpe St Andrew Tree Warden 

Dear members of Thorpe St Andrew Town Council, 

I hope you are all well. 

I wanted to write this short update to let you know that I have been helping Thorpe St Andrew High 

School plan a small orchard. 

The school has set up a very successful allotment project and the orchard will compliment this. In 

total we plan to plant 10 fruit trees. The young people at the school will be involved in planting and 

caring for the trees and it is hoped that eventually the fruit will be used in the school kitchens and 

made into produce that can be sold. 

Six apple trees will be provided by the Apples and Orchards project, the additional four fruit trees (2 

x cherry, 1 x pear and 1 x plum) will be purchased through the Tree Warden budget. 

I am excited to be part of this project and I will inform you once planting has taken place to let you 

know the outcome. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joanne Collins. 

Tree Warden, Thorpe St Andrew 
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THORPE ST ANDREW TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

PRESENT: 

HELD ON grH NOVEMBER 2020 

Mr J Fisher 
Mr F Bowe 
Mr S Snelling 

Mrs J Fisher 
Mr P Berry 
MrT Garner 

1. In Attendance: Dr T Foreman (Town Clerk) and four members of the public.

Apologies for Absence: None 

2. Declarations of Interest: Mr J Fisher and Mrs J Fisher declared an interest on application
20201798 (96-98 Yarmouth Road) as residents near the proposed site. Dr T Foreman declared an
interest on application 20201798 (96-98 Yarmouth Road) as the applicant is known to him.

3. Minutes of meeting held on 12th October 2020
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th October 2020 were signed and approved as a true record.

4. Planning Items Raised by Residents-

Members of the public spoke on matters relating to 96-98 Yarmouth Road, Land adj 77 Thunder 
Lane, 48 Charles Avenue, 31 Fiennes Road, and 1 Cavalier Close. 

5. Planning Applications

20201798 
dwellings 

96-98 Yarmouth Road Erection of two semi-detached 2 bedroom 

Objections due to the constraints of the site. Specifically the loss of amenity, impact on nearby 
residents, limited access to the site, and no defined car parking. 

20201885 
access 

Land adjacent to 77 Thunder Lane, South Avenue New dwelling with 

Objections due to the impact on conservation area, as well as the initial loss of trees and likely 
negative impact on retained trees on the site. The proposal negatively changes the street scene and 
is detrimental to the appearance of the Thorpe Ridge. 

20201936 The Buck, 55 Yarmouth Road Variation of condition 2 following grant of 
permission 20200284 - change in bollard design 

The Town Council object to the proposed plans. The application is not in keeping with the original 
permission. The proposed bollards are too large and will impact negatively on the conservation 
area. Any proposals should enhance the conservation area, as this site is an important part of the 
town. The proposal does not mirror those posts on River Green, as they are substantially bigger 
than the ones they replace. This combined with the number of bollards also create an unacceptable 
cumulative impact. 

70 (i)







Minutes of Virtual Finance and Staffing Committee Meeting 
held on 16th November 2020 

1. PRESENT:

Miss S Lawn (Chairman) 
Mr F. Bowe 
MrJ. Emsell 

Mr I Mackie 
MrJ. Ward 

Mr J. Fisher 
Mr S. Snelling 

IN ATTENDANCE: Dr T Foreman (Town Clerk), Mrs J Fenn (RFO) 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Mr L. Reeves 

2. Declarations of Interest
Mr S Snelling as a member and officer of the Royal British Legion (Thorpe Branch) 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 19th October 2020
Minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2020 were approved and signed as a true record. 

4. Public Session -Limited to 3 minutes per speaker
None 

5. Budget 2021/22
The Committee considered the details of the Budget 2021/22 presented by ivlrs J Fenn. It was 
requested to consider the budget line by line, with members of the Committee considering 
matters relating to reserves, future capital projects, building maintenance, and event spends. 
There were questions related to the hire fees of community buildings and it was confirmed that 
there would be no increase for hire costs at Roxley Hall and the Town Hall to assist businesses 
following Covid-19. It was explained that some projects would continue to be delivered 
including the new workshop project and some elements of the parks plans. 
There were also questions regarding staffing priorities and it was confirmed that the budget 
retained the currently vacant Parks and Estate Officer post which will be filled in the coming 
months, along with a new Parks and Estate apprentice post. 
It was proposed by Miss S Lawn, seconded by Mr J Ward and on a show of hands with all in 
favour RESOLVED to recommend adoption of the draft budget for 2021/22 to the Town 
Council. 

6. Donation to the Royal British Legion
Dr T Foreman gave a verbal report relating to the Royal British Legion. It was confirmed that 
the Town Council had budgeted £500 for the annual Remembrance Parade, but as this had 
not happened there was budget available as a donation to the Poppy Appeal. The Committee 
remarked at the difficulties for the Poppy Appeal given the Covid-19 restrictions. It was 
proposed by Miss S Lawn, seconded by Mr F Bowe and on a show of hands with all in favour 
RESOLVED to donate £500 to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

With no other business the meeting closed at 21.00hrs 

Date of next meeting to be confirmed 

Chairman 
------------ Date ____________ _ 

9 
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Dear Thomas, staff and councillors 

I have received this reply from Norfolk County Council with regard to my query about the possibility 

of putting a road sign up to warn drivers as they progress eastwards towards Thorpe End that deer 

might be crossing Plumstead Road East. There is one warning drivers who are driving west towards 

Norwich city. 

There was also a recent article concerning this in the Eastern Daily Press, and I have attached a 

screenshot of it. 

SI 

Feature 
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Thorpe St Andrew Town Council 

THORPE ST ,\NDREWTOWN COUNCIL 

Town Council : � December 2020 

Horsechestnut at River Green 

Agenda Item: 72 

Cover Note for Professional Reports 
Most recent inspection reports plus reports from 2007 attached. 

The following should be noted when comparing the two tomograph reports. 

2007 results taken at ground level only (30cm) indicated 14% decay 

2020 results taken at ground level (30cm) indicated 45% decay 

Additional readings in 2020 were also requested to be taken at 2.4m and 4.8m. These additional 

readings indicated 41% and 20% solid wood. 

Work to reduce weight within the tree canopy will assist in reducing the risk of further limb drop but 

due to the size of the tree and the cavities present; the risk of future branches failing will remain. 

Remedial work as recommended will cost in the region of£3k. It should be noted that inspections 

for bats will be required prior to all canopy work. 

Due to the accessible nature of the site and high volume of footfall, safety inspections every 6 

months will be a minimum requirement. 

Darrin Sayer 

Parks & Estates Manager 

Thorpe St Andrew Town Council 

Town Hall 

Fitzmaurice Park 

Pound Lane, NR7 0UL 

Legal Implications 
All decisions and actions taken by or on behalf of Thorpe St Andrew Town Council must (1) be 
within the local powers of the Authority; (2) comply with any procedural requirement imposed by 
law; (3) be within the powers of the body or person exercising powers on behalf of the Authority; ( 4) 
be undertaken in accordance with the Authority procedural rules inc. Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations; (5) be fully and properly informed; (6) be properly motivated; (7) be taken with regard to 
the fiduciary duty of the Authority to its residents; and (8) be reasonable and proper. 

Financial Implications 
There are ongoing financial implications arising from this report. 
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Thorpe St Andrew Town Council 

THORPE ST ANDREW TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Council : 7th December 2020 

Budget 2021/22 

Agenda Item: 73 

Reason for this Report 
This report has been prepared for the Town Council committee to consider the draft budget 
2021/22. 

Background 
The Town Council is required to set a budget by the end of the December 2020 for the next financial 
year. In doing so a calculation is made of the budget requirement for the revenue and capital 

budgets. 

This budget is met in the greatest degree by the precept which is raised through Council Tax, this is a 

tax on property categorised by inclusion in one of 8 valuation bands. The headline tax is calculated 

for Band D and the tax in the remaining bands is worked out as a proportion of this amount. The 

lowest Band (A) is two-thirds of Band D and the highest Band (H) is twice Band D and three times 

Band A. 

When coming to decisions in relation to the revenue budget and the precept the Council have 

various legal responsibilities, principally: 

1. The Council must act in accordance with its statutory duties and responsibilities

2. The Council must act reasonably

3. The Council must ensure it meets its fiduciary responsibility to its Council Taxpayers.

1. The statutory responsibility and power of the Authority to calculate and fix a budget and precept

is through the Local Government Finance Act 1992. Relevant sections of the Act require:

a. s.32 (2); an estimated revenue account of expenditure to be incurred during the year,

appropriate allowances for contingencies, any raising of reserves for future years and any

account of deficit not accounted for in previous years.

b. S.32 (3) an estimated income from fees, charges and grants; and any amount of
reserves/balances intended to be used towards meeting revenue expenditure.

c. s.32 (4); a calculation of difference between the gross revenue expenditure and anticipated

income (difference between a. and b. above)

2. The reasonableness of the Councils decision is set in the principles of Associated Provincial

Picturehouses Limited v Wednesday Corporation, that is, it must take account of what is relevant

and disregard the irrelevant. The decision should be one which would be made by any
reasonable authority in that it is not unreasonable, irrational or perverse.

3. The Councils fiduciary responsibility includes:

a. Responsible use of the Council's resources, including the raising of income (such as rent and

other charges) and the control of its expenditure

b. Awareness of the financial consequences of decisions on the taxpayer

c. Ensuring both short and long term sustainability
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